Nelson Potters Association 

In early 1979 a group from Craft Potters Nelson proposed that a Nelson Society of potters should be formed to more actively promote the interests of potters in local and national affairs. On 18th May 1979 a seminar on kilns and fuels was held at Nayland College, with Roy Cowan as guest. During that meeting this proposal was discussed. The response was unanimously in favour and the following steering committee was elected: Bob Heatherbell (convenor), Jack Laird, Carol Crombie, Peter Gibbs, Robert Wallace and Royce McGlashen.

The inaugural general meeting of the proposed Nelson Potters Association was in the community education rooms on June 15th 1979. The steering committee plus Bruce Lissant-Clayton were elected as the new committee and Bob Heatherbell was elected President. Carol Crombie took the position as treasurer. At the first meeting Peter Gibbs offered to compile newsletters and suggested that Julie Warren be asked to become secretary.

On August 31 1979 the Nelson Potters Association signed a certificate of incorporation with the objectives of the Association being to help, encourage and advance the interests of potters and the art and craft of pottery, including the holding and arranging of lectures and exhibitions.

In September 1979 Nelson Potters Association applied to join the NZ Society of Potters, previous to this potters in the top half of the South Island were included in the Canterbury region. They were accepted as a separate region and Peter Gibbs became the first delegate.

Within the first year membership was up to more than 50.

During the 1980/81 year activities increased. Following a suggestion from John Ing at the AGM, Vic Evens offered to ask Meg Latham to put a proposal together for a potters guide. The resulting map has been produced yearly and is the most successful potters’ marketing map in the country.

Meg designed and co-ordinated this important publication until 2003, when she handed over the publication to the Nelson Potters committee, who still produce the map today.

Since the beginning Nelson Potters Association have always worked for the best interests of the potters it serves. Submissions both locally and nationally are made when needed, insurance schemes investigated, historical records kept and liasons with other groups continued. 

From “Clay” The Pottery Industry – 150 years in Nelson, by Julie Warren

C:\My Documents\Nelson Potters Ass history.doc 22/05/07 7:02 P.M. 1/1

